A Companion to
Early Modern Lima

Edited by

Emily A. Engel

BRILL

LEIDEN | BOSTON



CONTENTS vi

15

16

17

Privileging the Local: Prints and the New World in Early Modern
Lima 360

Emuly C. Floyd
British Piracy and the Onigins of a Colonial Imaginary in 16th-Century
Lima 385

Maria Gracta Rios

The Book and Western Culture in16th-Century Lima 404
Carlos Alberto Gonzdles Sdnches

The Callao Contract of 1500: Actors Set the Stage for an Early Modern
Lima 424

Susan Finque
The Sonic Construction of a New Capital: Urban Soundscapes and
Acoustic Communities in 16th-Century Lima 442

Javier Marin-Lipez
Conclusion 470

Leo | Garofalo

Index 405




CHAPTER 19

The Sonic Construction of a New Capital: Urban
Soundscapes and Acoustic Communities in
16th-Century Lima

Javier Marin-Lopes

This chapter explores the role played by music - in its different degrees of elab-
oration - and, more generically, sound in the complex process of the construc-
tion of the symbolic capital of Lima, the recently established viceroyal capital,
during the first century after the city’s foundation.® The creation of an ex novo
city as the viceregal capital, with no glorious indigenous past, was contestad
during the 16th century by the former symbolic and spiriteal capital of Inca
Peru, Cozco. Thus, local chroniclers produced an apologetic discourse basad
on Lima’s urban virtues, such as its proximity to the sea, its thnving commerce,
and its Spanish and courtly nature as Cludad de fos Reyes [City of Kings]* The
main hypothesis of this chapter is that sound had a decisive role in the con-
solidation of the itmerio [Lima] Catholic colonial regime and in the construc-
tion of an acoustic identity by the communites that comprised the city It
favored the creation of a new spatial sense that integrated Catholic doctrine
into a community that supported the coexistence of conquerors and con-
quered in a new urban imaginary. Moreover, it allowed the Spanish power to
astablish colonial structures through its religious and avil institutions, and it
facilitated the integration of a diverse population of migrant residents into the
new urban life through musical practice by assimilating European cultural
practices, and simultaneoudy transforming them.

Althoogh the modem historiography of colonial [ima has recognized the
impartance of sound expression in the articulation of the city’s urban space

1 Usuzally, the finst colontal settiements were establiched tn Indigencus urhan conters. However,
In the case of 12ma, ancther formola was sdopled. For geo-strategsc reasons the capital city
of the Vicorsyalty was not settled tn Cusco, the In Empire’s ancient capital located &t an
altitude of 3400 metery, bt in 2 sermd-popelated deserted platn at 12 km fom the seashare in
ander to vor Its communications with the metropolis.

3 A.B Osorfo, rvenring Lime: Barogue Modernizy tn Rrus Sourk Sea Metropoll (Basingstoke,
2008), PR 3525
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