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Aloha & Welecome

Welcome to the thirty-first annual Second Language Research Forum! The progress of language
research is evidence of what can be done when excellent ideas are investigated with vigor and
professionally disseminated. For several decades now, SLRF has acted as a catalyst for language
research providing a venue for established scholars and graduate students to present and discuss
research on a wide variety of theoretical and empirical issues. The University of Hawai'i has played
host to SLRF 1988 and 1998, and this year we are very happy to be hosting SLRF 2008 “Exploring
SLA: Perspectives, Positions, and Practices.”

This year's program features 138 paper and 32 poster presentations from 20 different countries, which
were chosen from 476-high-quality proposal abstracts (for an overall acceptance rate of 36%). This, of
course, would not have been possible without our international panel of expert reviewers, who had the
un-enviable job of making the selection decisions. This conference will feature four exciting plenary
sessions: The ‘noticing hypothesis’ twenty years out (Dr. Richard Schmidt); The public and private fives
of additional language competence: Implications for a reconceptualized SLA (Dr. Alan Firth); When
context matters: Age effects on second language learning (Dr. Carmen Murioz); and Morphological
structure in native and non-native language comprehension (Dr. Harald Clahsen). We are very happy to
have two invited colloquia that will expand discussions on the stimulating topics of: Comparing child L2
and SLI: Crosslinguistic perspectives; and Language learning in and out of the classroom: Connecting
contexts of language use with learning and teaching practices. We trust that the dissemination and
discussion of diverse topics offered in this program contributes to the evolution of second language
research and the conference theme of “Exploring SLA: Perspectives, Positions, and Practices.”

An endeavor such as SLRF cannot be successful without the help of many people
and organizations. We are truly grateful to the sponsoring organizations
.. and dedicated individuals—especially the student volunteers—who have
devoted countless hours of support and energy to the success of this
conference. Please take some time to review the program for more
conference information and social events available to you. As our
- guest and colleague, please do not hesitate to talk with one
- of the many conference volunteers, who may be identified
. Q. by their nametags, if you have any special needs
~ " orquestions.

Aloha,
SLRF 2088§?Organizing Committee
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Posters

Abstracts are organized alphabetically by first presenter’s last name.

L2 syntactic priming of Italian relative clauses

Jennifer N. Behney, Michigan State University

The present study considers whether syntactic priming of noun phrases containing relative clauses (vs. noun +
adjective noun phrases) occurs among L2 Italian learners of low and intermediate proficiency levels. It explores

the hypothesis that priming may facilitate the acquisition of a developmentally more advanced syntactic structure
in L2 interaction.

Sunday, October 19 | 11:50-1:50 | Wailana

LCTL and CTL students: A demographic and academic comparison

Alan Victor Brown, University of Kentucky

In this presentation | will, first, provide a comparative analysis of demographic and academic characteristics of
students from 83 LCTL and CTL classes representing nine languages. Second, | will outline pedagogical and

curricular implications, and, third, elicit participants’ personal reactions to the results, data analysis, and potential
pedagogical implications.

Sunday, October 19 | 11:50-1:50 | Wailana

Introducing ESECS: English studies in the European Credit System

Maria Luisa Pérez Cafiado, University of Jaén, Spain
Antonio Vicente Casas Pedrosa, University of Jaén, Spain
Juan Raez Padilla, University of Jaén, Spain

This poster reports on a pan-European quantitative and qualitative study to determine the effectiveness of the
new European Credit Transfer System in English language teaching, the effects it is exerting on teachers and
students, and the difficulties it is encountering, all with a view to introducing the necessary adjustments to meet
Bologna standards in full by the year 2010.

Saturday, October 18 | 12:30-2:30 | Wailana

Bilingual children’s comprehension of double object constructions

Angel Chan, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Virginia Yip, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Stephen Matthews, The University of Hong Kong

The study investigates comprehension of give double object constructions in forty bilingual children’s (aged
2;9-5;6) L1 Cantonese and L2 English. Data from the pointing task indicate transfer of the Cantonese [Theme-
Recipient] order to English. The role of animacy and word order typology in child SLA will be discussed.

Saturday, October 18 | 12:30-2:30 | Wailana

Investigating lexical bundles in NS and NNS writing

Yu-Hua Chen, Lancaster University

This study conducted quantitative and qualitative analyses of a learner corpus of writing from L1 Chinese learners
of L2 English and two native English corpora, attempting to explore and identify the similarities and differences in
recurrent word combinations between native-speaker (NS) and non-native speaker (NNS) writing.

Sunday, October 19 | 11:50-1:50 | Wailana



