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resolution of these problems in order to smooth such disagreements in the group and reach consensual

Keywords: solutions. A CRP requires that experts are receptive to change their initial preferences, but demanding
Large scale group decision making excessive changes could lead to deadlocks. The well-known minimum cost consensus (MCC) model
Minimum cost model allows to obtain an agreed solution by preserving experts’ preferences as much as possible. However,
Fuzzy preference relation this MCC model only considers the distance among experts and collective opinion, which is not
Consistency enough to guarantee a desired degree of consensus. To overcome this limitation, it was proposed

comprehensive MCC models (CMCC) in which both consensus degree and distance are considered, and
CMCC models deal with fuzzy preference relations (FPRs) for modeling experts’ opinions. However,
these models are not efficient to deal with LS-GDM problems and the FPRs consistency is ignored in
them. Therefore, this paper aims to propose new CMCC models focused on LS-GDM problems in which
experts use FPRs whose consistency is taken into account in order to obtain reliable results. A case
study is introduced to show the effectiveness of the proposed models.

© 2021 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction the participation of just a few experts, the number of experts in
LS-GDM problems is much larger. In spite of there is no a con-
Human beings spend much of their time making decisions,  sensus in the specialized literature about when a GDM problem

what to wear, what to eat today, which political party to vote  is LS-GDM [10], it has been considered LS-GDM when the number
for and so on. In general terms, a decision making (DM) problem  of experts engaged in the decision process is greater than 20 [10],
is characterized by a set of alternatives and the need of choosing although the number might be hundreds or thousands.
one or several of them as solution of the problem. However, either The classical solving process for GDM problems [11] does
because of the increasing complexity of the decisions or the need
to consider different points of view for making decisions, group
decision making (GDM) has become a fundamental activity in
any society. In a GDM problem, several experts with their own
attitudes provide their preferences over the alternatives with the
aim to achieve a common solution [1].

Society is constantly evolving, the emergence of new tech-

not consider the level of agreement among experts before the
selection process of the best alternative. Consequently, some
experts might not agree with the final solution and feel that their
opinions have been ignored [12,13]. The latter issue is particularly
relevant in LS-GDM problems, since they usually are related to
decisions that affect directly society where consensual solutions
nological advances such as social networks services [2] or big are more appreciated. Fpr this reason, consensus reac“‘“$ pro-
data [3] and societal needs such as e-democracy [4] or cesses (CRPS? [13] are included as an additional phase in Fhe
e-marketplace selection [5] have given place to a new type of classical solving process for GDM problems. A CRP is a cyclical
GDM problems so-called large scale group decision making (LS-  Process in which experts discuss and modify their initial prefer-

GDM) problems [6-9]. Whereas classical GDM problems require ences throughout different discussion rounds in order to increase
the level of agreement and obtain an acceptable solution for all
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necessity of applying a CRP, most of CRPs proposals are focused
on GDM problems with a few number of experts [14].

A CRP usually involves changes in the initial experts’ opin-
ions. However, some experts may be reluctant to modify their
preferences and demanding excessive modifications in order to
reach consensus might lead to deadlocks. Several researchers
have pointed out the importance of considering cost of changing
experts’ opinion to achieve consensus and it has become an
attractive challenge to tackle in CRPs [ 15-18]. Ben-Arieh and Eas-
ton [15] defined the concept of minimum-cost consensus (MCC)
and based on this concept Zhang et al. [ 18] proposed a MCC model
that makes use of a linear function whose aim is to obtain a
consensual solution by minimizing the cost of changing experts’
initial opinions and preserving them as much as possible. After-
wards, several researchers have proposed new MCC models [17-
22]. Nevertheless, the way of computing consensus in the previ-
ous approaches, by considering only the distance among experts
and collective opinion, does not always guarantee to achieve an
acceptable level of agreement in the group [16]. For this reason,
Labella et al. proposed in [16] new comprehensive MCC (CMCC)
models that consider both distance among experts to collective
opinion and a minimum agreement among all experts. In this
way, it is possible to guarantee to reach a desired level of con-
sensus. Nevertheless, the proposed MCC models are focused on
GDM problems with a few experts, by ignoring LS-GDM problems
in which CRPs are more important and necessary.

Therefore, it seems necessary to improve the integration of
MCC based CRPs into LS-GDM to smooth the conflicts and opin-
ions polarization [23] that usually appear in this type of problems
in real-world. Hence, in this research we aim at developing new
CMCC models able to cope with the scalability that appears in
LS-GDM problems both from programming and time costs, and
guarantee a consensual solution for the group. Last but not least,
our models should be able to deal with different preference
modeling structures that are used in LS-GDM. Initially, CMCC
approaches have been developed to deal with numerical utility
vectors, but the spread use of fuzzy preference relations [24]
(FPRs) in GDM problems drive us to extend our new proposals
for CMCC in LS-GDM to manage also this type of preference
representation. Furthermore, consistency in FPRs is key to obtain
reliable results, thus the new CMCC models for LS-GDM problems
will consider the consistency in the experts’ preferences.

To sum up and clarify our research, the main aims of this
contribution are the following ones:

e To establish the relation between MCC and CMCC models.

e To establish the connection between the two widely used
consensus measures and characterize the relation between
the CMCC models based on these consensus measures.

e To define novel CMCC based CRP models for LS-GDM that
guarantee consensual solution in spite of scalability prob-
lem.

e To extend previous novel models to deal with the consis-
tency in FPRs.

e To analyze applicability of these CMCC models and dictate
the setup that requires for solving CMCC models in LS-
GDM scenario (involving more than 100 experts) with the
available solver tools, and illustrate with a didactic example
along with its comparative advantages.

e To advocate the implementation of the proposed CMCC
models in real time application of LS-GDM, complexity and
scale-ability of the different types of solver tools for solving
the proposed models are analyzed.

e To advocate future research in LS-GDM, a few simulated
data-sets with the CMCC solutions are provided, which will
allow the researchers to compare the performance of pro-
posed CRP process in terms of minimum cost consensus
metric given in [16].
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The remaining of this contribution is structured as follows:
Section 2 reviews some basic concepts in order to facilitate the
understanding of the proposal. Section 3 introduces novel CMCC
approaches for LS-GDM. Section 4 shows the usefulness of the
proposed CMCC based CRPs in a LS-GDM problem, includes a
comparative performance analysis and studies their complexity.
Finally, in Section 5 some conclusions are drawn.

2. Preliminaries

This section reviews some concepts related to CRPs, LS-GDM
and MCC approaches to facilitate the understanding of the pro-
posal.

2.1. CRPs and LS-GDM

In real world people have to make decisions since they get
up and select which clothes they will wear that day. There are
problems in the daily life in which it is very hard for a single
person to assess all the possible alternatives to make a decision.
This leads to GDM problems in which a handful of experts with
different points of view and knowledge provide their preferences
over a set of alternatives, to obtain a common solution [25].
Nevertheless, nowadays with the technological development and
social demands [26,27], the number of experts involved in the
decision problems is increasing and thus, a new concept has
arisen in the DM field, LS-GDM. The main difference with the
classical GDM problems is the number of experts, because LS-
GDM problems deal with a large number of experts [10]. In this
paper we may assume thousands of experts.

Formally, a LS-GDM problem is defined as follows: (i) a set
of alternatives X = {xi1,...,x,}, (n > 2), that can be selected
as possible solutions for the problem, and (ii) a set of experts
E = {eq,...,en}, (m > n), who elicit their assessments on the
set of alternatives X.

A LS-GDM problem can be solved in a similar way to the
traditional GDM problems by a selection process which is di-
vided into two phases: (i) aggregation: the preferences elicited
by experts are fused by means of an aggregation operator to get
a collective opinion, and (ii) exploitation: the best alternative
is selected taking into account the collective opinion obtained
in the previous phase. Notwithstanding, this process does not
always guarantee to obtain a solution accepted by all experts and
some of them might feel that their opinions were not considered.
In LS-GDM problems these situations are much more common,
because opinions among a large number of experts tend to be
easily conflicting. To avoid these situations, a CRP is included
before the selection process.

A CRP is a dynamic process in which experts discuss and
modify their preferences to reach a consensus that is accepted
by the whole group of experts [28]. Different consensus models
can be found in the literature [14,29,30]. A general scheme of a
CRP is shown in Fig. 1 and it is described as follows:

e Computing consensus: Once experts have provided their pref-
erences, a consensus degree u, is computed by using con-
sensus measures [31].

e Consensus control: The consensus degree is compared with
the consensus threshold set previously, « € [0, 1]. If the
consensus degree reached is equal to or greater than the
consensus threshold, u > «, the selection process is applied,
otherwise, it is necessary a discussion round to increase the
consensus degree. In order to avoid an infinite number of
rounds, a parameter that denotes the maximum number of
rounds allowed is defined, max_round € N.
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Fig. 1. General scheme of a CRP.

Table 1

Consensus achieved by using (M-2).
€ 2
0.5 0.58
0.15 0.83

e Feedback process: The furthest experts of the collective opin-
ion are identified to suggest them to modify their prefer-
ences and increase the consensus degree in the next round.

In the last few years, some scholars have paid attention on LS-
GDM in CRPs and several proposals have been presented in the
literature [6,7,32-34] to cope with same challenges such as, time
cost, scalability, behavior, etc.

2.2. Minimum cost consensus

Several scholars have pointed out that in CRPs the cost of mod-
ifying experts’ opinions in the collective opinion is very impor-
tant. For this reason, some MCC models have been proposed [ 15,
18,35]. The concept of MCC was introduced by Ben-Arieh and
Easton [15] as follows, “the consensus is reached when the distance
between experts and the collective opinion is minimum". Taking as
basis this concept, Zhang et al. [18] proposed a MCC model as
follows:

Definition 1 ([18]). Let (o4, ..., 0,) be the assessments provided
by a set of experts E = {eq, ..., ey} over an alternative, and c
be the cost of moving expert e;’s opinion 1 unit. The MCC model
based on a linear cost function is given as follows:

M-—1)

P
min } -, celok — ok
s.t.[op —o| < e,k elpy,

where (01, ..., 0p) are the adjusted experts’ opinions, 0 is the
collective opinion, ¢ is the maximum acceptable distance of each
expert to the collective opinion and I, = {1, 2, ..., m} is the in-
dex set corresponding to the set of m experts E = {eq, €2, ..., en}.
At the abstraction level m maps to the index set {1, 2,...,m},
ie., L.

According to this model, an expert does not need to change
his/her opinion, if it is in the interval [o—¢, 0+¢], and any opinion
further than e from o should only be changed until that expert’s
opinion is exactly ¢ away from o.

Based on the MCC model (M-1), Zhang et al. [18] studied
how the aggregation operator used to fuse experts’ opinions and
obtain the collective opinion can affect in the computation of the
consensus level. They focused on weighted average (WA) opera-
tor and ordered weighted average (OWA) operator and proposed

a MCC model described as follows:
(M —2)

m
min Y ok — ol
k=1

st 0=A(01,02,...,0m)
“ lok—ol <&, kel

where A : [0, 1]" — [0, 1] is an aggregation operator used to obtain
the collective opinion from experts’ opinions.

Other MCC approaches have been introduced in the special-
ized literature. In [20] Li et al. pointed out that in real world
problems, some experts may not willing to change their opinions
too much, because they have a maximum compromise limit. Thus,
a novel optimal consensus model with minimum cost that consid-
ers experts’ compromise was proposed. In this model, weighted
dissimilarity is used to measure the cost of reaching the consen-
sus. In [21] two consensus rules were defined, (i) to minimize
the distance between the original opinions and adjusted opin-
ions, and (ii) to minimize the number of adjusted values. Gong
et al. [19] proposed two different models that find to balance the
interests both the moderator and experts. To do that, the the-
ory of primal-dual optimal programming is used. Another MCC
model that uses a non-linear least square method to measure
the deviation between experts and the collective opinion, was
presented in [36]. Li et al. proposed a CRP with minimum cost
which considers that the unit adjustment cost of each expert
is uncertain and it could be an interval [37]. A new consensus
model based on a random distribution considering the proba-
bilistic budget constraint was developed in [38]. Zhang et al. [22]
introduced a CRP for GDM problems that deals with incomplete
linguistic distribution information. And Cheng et al. [39] studied
asymmetric cost situations by using asymmetric cost functions
to distinguish the adjustments costs of positive and negative
deviations in both directions and proposed three MCC models.

2.3. Comprehensive minimum cost consensus

All MCC approaches introduced in previous section compute
the consensus degree by means of the distance between experts
and the collective opinion. However, small distances among ex-
perts and the collective opinion do not always guarantee to reach
an acceptable consensus degree [16]. Therefore, it is necessary
to take into account a more CMCC model that considers both
the distance of each expert to collective opinion and a minimum
agreement among all experts to obtain more acceptable solutions.
In order to show this need, let us introduce an example:

Example 1. Let suppose three experts who provide their pref-
erences over an alternative by using a scale from 0 to 1, so 0 =
{0.99, 0.45, 0.12}. The aim is to achieve a solution in which all
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the experts agree. We consider « = 0.85 a logical consensus
threshold to achieve. However, by using the model (M-2), we can
only set the minimum distance between the modified experts’
preferences, oy, and the collective one, o, through ¢. Table 1 shows
the consensus level achieved in the group with different values of
. Note that, with any of them, the consensus threshold « = 0.85
is not reached. Therefore, set a minimum distance between ex-
perts and collective opinion does not always guarantee to achieve
an acceptable solution for the group.

To cope this challenge, Labella et al. have recently presented
a novel CMCC model [16] for GDM that is capable of gener-
ating high consensual agreement among experts and it can be
mathematically described as follows:

(M-3)
m
min Z Cr|Ok — Ol
k=1
5 =A81,09,...,0m)
st. qlox—0| <e, kel
C(01,0z,...,0m) > o

where the function C : [a, b]" — [0, 1] measures the consensus
level among experts and « € [0, 1] is the consensus threshold.

According to the taxonomy proposed by Palomares et al. [30],
the consensus measures used in the first phase of the general
scheme of a CRP (see Fig. 1) can be divided into two categories,
consensus measures based on the distance between experts and
collective opinion and consensus measures based on the distance
among the experts. Labella et al. [16] used the following computa-
tions based on Euclidean 1-norm distance to obtain the previous
consensus measures:

e Consensus measure based on the distance between experts
and the collective opinions given as follows:

m
C1(01,0, ..., 0m) = 1= Y _ wifox — 0| (1)
k=1

e Consensus measure based on the distance among experts
given as follows:

m
_ _ Wk + wy _ _
Cy(01,02,...,00)=1— —— oy —o0 2
(01,02 m) > 1 %ol (2)
k=1 I=k+1
where w = (wj, wa, ..., wy) is the importance of the

experts in the DM process.

In our study, we will use the above mentioned consensus mea-
sures Cq and C, to obtain the collective opinion from the individ-
ual opinions, and we adopt the WA operator, i.e. A(01, 02, ..., Om)
= Z;Z;] wyO0 as the aggregation operator. Therefore, by using the
consensus measure Cq, the model (M-3) becomes

(M —4)

m
min Z Cr|Ok — O]
k=1

_ m _
0= s, WOk

st. §lox—o| <e, kel
Z;(nzl wilop — 0| <y

wherey =1—a.
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When C; measure is used to compute the consensus degree,
the MCC model (M-3) is transformed into the following:

(M —35)

m
min Y cfor — o4l
k=1

~ T
0= s WOk
[ox — 0| <e&, kely

-1
RIS LEUTE
m_1 % H=y

k=1 I=k+1
2.4. Fuzzy preference relations and their consistency

In DM, experts usually express their opinions over different
alternatives by using preference relations [40], which are pairwise
comparisons matrices between alternatives. A preference relation
is noted as P = (pj)axn Where p; can be interpreted as the
preference of the alternative x; over x;.

This contribution focuses on one of the most common prefer-
ence relations used in DM, the FPRs [24] in which the preferences
between alternatives are represented by membership degrees:

Definition 2 ([24]). A FPR, P, over the set X is defined by a fuzzy
set on the product set X x X and characterized by the membership
function pp : X x X — [0, 1] and p; = up(x;, x;) € [0, 1].

In a FPR, p; = 0.5 indicates indifference between x; and x;,
pij = 1 indicates x; is absolutely preferred to x; and p; > 0.5
indicates x; is preferred to x;.

Definition 3 ([41]). A FPR, P = (pjj)nxn, is said to be additive iff
pi+pi=1Vijel,andi#j.

Consistency in FPRs is key to avoid that experts do not provide
their opinions randomly and the results obtained are reliable. In-
terpreting the value p;; —0.5 as a preference intensity, Tanino [41]
defined the additive transitive property of a FPR, P, as follows:

(pij — 0.5) + (pjr —0.5) =pir — 0.5V i,j, t €T, (3)

Based on Eq. (3), we can infer whether or not an additive FPR is
consistent.

Definition 4 ([41]). An additive FPR, P = (pjj)axn, is said to be
consistent iff

P =Dpi +P—05Vijtel, (4)

It is expected that experts provide consistent FPRs based on
their knowledge and expertise but the inconsistency in the judg-
ments occurs quite often due to the bounded rational behavior of
the experts together with the complexity of the decision scenario,
limited knowledge and time-pressure. Thus, to measure the level
of consistency in FPRs is essential to obtain reliable results. In a
nutshell, the consistency level could be measured by computing
the average violation in transitivity for the preferences among the
triplet (x;, x;, x;). In this vein, Herrera et al. [42] defined a measure
for the consistency level as follows:

Definition 5 ([42]). The consistency level of an additive FPR, P =
(pij)nxn, is given by
2

CUP)=1- 3n(n — 1)(n — 2)

> Ipy + it — pic — 0.5] 5)
it
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It is evident that CL(P) € [0, 1]. When CL(P) = 1, the additive
FPR P is fully consistent. Otherwise, the lower the value of CL(P),
the more inconsistent is P. As the permutation over indices makes
the identity aj; = aij = g = s = a5 = ag holds for all
i,j, t with a; = |p;j + pjr — pir — 0.5], we can re-write Eq. (5) as
follows:
CLP)=1— Z Ipis + pjc — pic — 0.5] (6)
l<]<t

(n—l

3. Novel comprehensive MCC approaches for LS-GDM

Firstly, this section analyzes and studies the relations between
MCC and CMCC models. Afterwards, the non-linear CMCC models
are transformed into linear models in order to deal with LS-
GDM problems with utility vectors and FPRs. Finally, new linear
CMCC models focused on FPRs are extended to consider experts’
preferences consistency.

3.1. Relationship between MCC and CMCC models

The MCC model (M-2) and the CMCC model (M-3) are dis-
tinguished by the consensus constraints that dictates agreement
among the experts but, there is a connection among the optimal
consensus cost and, under certain conditions, both models obtain
same consensus opinions.

In order to establish a link among MCC and CMCC models,
first it is assumed that A; and A, are the feasible regions of
the models (M-2) and (M-4), respectively. Since, the model (M-4)
contains one additional constraint, the feasible region of A, is a
subset of the A4, i.e., Ay C Aj. This fact relates the models (M-2)
and (M-4) with their corresponding objective values.

Theorem 1. Let zi and z; be the optimal objective values of the
models (M-2) and (M-4). Then, z; > zi. Further, if ¢ < y, then
z; = z;j and the optimal solution {07, 05, ..., 0y} of (M-2) is also
an optimal solution of (M-4).

Proof. Since, the models (M-2) and (M-4) have the same ob-
jective function er:':] |op — 0r| and A, C A4, the minimization
of their objectives satisfies minA2 Z;?:l [ox — okl > ming, Y L,
[ox — okl, and consequently, zJ > z7.

Let {07,053, ..., 0;,} be the optimal solution with optimal ob-
jective value zj of (M-2). Then, we have

m m
Dowoy -0 <Yy we=c<y (7)
k=1 k=1

Clearly, {07, 05, ..., 05} is a feasible solution of (M-4). In fact,
when ¢ < y, the additional consensus constraint in (M-4) be-
comes redundant and therefore (M-4) is transformed into the
MCC model (M-2). Hence, {07, 03, . .., 0,,} is the optimal solution
of (M-2) and so, z; =z}. O

Remark 1. In the same vein of Theorem 1, it is easy to establish
that zj < z}, where z] is the optimal objective value of the CMCC
model (M-5).

It is evident from the construction of the CMCC models (M-
4) and (M-5) that they only differ in the measurement of the
consensus level. This fact leads to explore the connection between
the consensus measures used in (M-4) and (M-5). The relation
between the consensus measures i.e. Eqs. (1) and (2) is illustrated
in the following theorem:
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Theorem 2. For any weighting vector w = (w1, wa, ..., Wy ) With
wy > 0 and ZL”:] wy = 1, the consensus measures satisfy
Ci(o1,...,0m) < Cy(01,...,0m) (8)

where 0 = ka=1 w0k and oy € [0, 1] for all k € Ty,

Proof. We note that

m
Zwk|0k — 0|
k=1
m m
= Zwk|0k(wl +-twp) — Zw101|
=1

—Zwk| Z wi(0x — 01)]
=1 =Lk
m

fzwk > wilog— o

k=1 1=1,1#k

m m
< Zk 121 1t¢kwl|0k—01|

CLi(o1,...,0m) =

- Zk 1 21—1 Ik Wi
m—1 m
wi + wy
= Z Z lox — oy
m—1
k=1 I=k+1
Hence, C1(01, ..., 0mn) < Cy(01,...,0,). O

Based on the above relation between the consensus measures,
we can establish the connection between the optimal consensus
cost of the CMCC models (M-4) and (M-5) as follows:

Theorem 3. Let z,_, and z(*,vF5 be the optimal consensus cost of
the CMCC models (M-4) and (M-5), respectively. For any values of
the thresholds & > 0 and y > 0, we have, zj, 5, > Z(y_4

3.2. Linear CMCC models with numerical utility vectors

Undoubtedly, the CMCC models (M-4) and (M-5) are non-
linear due to the presence of the absolute value constraints and
may not be efficient to find the consensus solution for LS-GDM
problems. Therefore, it seems necessary to find corresponding
equivalent linear programming (LP) models, which can efficiently
solve problems with a large number of experts. In the following,
we describe the existence of the optimal solution and equivalent
LP models for the CMCC models (M-4) and (M-5).

It is almost evident that the CMCC models (M-4) and (M-5)
have always feasible solutions. In particular, o, = 0, Vk € I, is
a feasible solution for the models (M-4) and (M-5) for any value
of ¢ > 0 and y > 0. In other words, the same opinion for all the
experts (unanimity) provides us a feasible solution.

Proposition 1. CMCC models (M-4) and (M-5) have optimal solu-
tions for any value of the consensus parameters ¢ > 0 and y >
0.

To find the optimal solution of the model (M-4) in an efficient
way, we transform the optimization model (M-4) into a LP model
as follows:

Theorem 4. The CMCC model (M-4) can be transformed into an
equivalent linear programming model with the help of the following
transformations

O — 0 = Uy and |0g — ox| = vy, k € I, (9)

o —0 =y and |0y — 0| = z, k € I, (10)
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and it can be put into the following form:
(M —6)

m
min E CkVk
k=1

0= L, wkOk (a)
ak — Ok = Uk, ke I (b)
U, <vg, kel (©)
—Ug < v, k e I (d)
st.y op—0=yx, kel (e) (11)
Yk <zk, kely (f)
Ve <zk, kely (8)
zZw<e, kely (h)
Y wkzk < v (i)

Proof. In (M-6), constraints (11)(e)-(11)(h) correspond to the
transformation of [0y — 0| < &, k € I, in (M-4). The constraint
(11)(i) ensures the consensus condition Z;{":] wilox — o] < y
in (M-4) is satisfied. Now, as [0, — 0| = vi V k, the objective
functions of (M-4) and (M-6) are the same and the constraints
(11)(b)-(11)(d) make sure that absolute values property |u;| =
vy Y k € Tp. Therefore, (M-4) can be transformed into the
equivalent LP model (M-6). O

Further, Theorem 4 infers that the optimal solution of the
CMCC model (M-4) can be obtained by solving the linear pro-
gramming model (M-6).

Similarly, the optimal solution of the model (M-5) can be ob-
tained by transforming it into an equivalent LP model as follows:

Theorem 5. The CMCC model (M-5) can be transformed into an
equivalent linear programming model with the help of the following
transformations

O — 0x = U and |ox — o] = vy, k € I, (12)
Oy — 0y =yu, and [0, — 0| = zy k € 1, | € I (13)
and it can be put into the following form:

M-7)

m
min E CrUk
k=1

Ok — O = Uy, k € I,

U, < v, kel
s.t. =Tk m

—Ug < vk, k €Iy
Ok — 0 = Yit, k € I;p_q, 1 € I
Y < zi, k € Ty, L€ T
Vi = Zkls k€lyq, L ek

kmz_ll t k+1 w,1’;+11”(ykl +zy) <y
where T8 = (k4 1,k + 2, ..., m} is the restriction on the index
iei HT by considering only positive integers greater than or equal to

Proof. The proof of Theorem 5 follows in the lines of the proof
of Theorem 4. O

3.3. Linear CMCC models with FPRs

As we aforementioned, FPRs is one of the structures most
commonly used in GDM problems to represent the preferences
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elicited by experts. For this reason, Labella et al. [16] extended
the CMCC models to deal with FPRs:

Definition 6 ([16]). Let P, = (P1 Jnxn» kK € I;y—1 be the assessments
in the form of FPRs provided by a set of experts E = {eq, ..., en}
over the set of alternatives X = {x1, X2, ..., X}, where pu is the
preference of the alternative x; over x; glven by expert ex. We
further assume that ¢ is the cost of moving expert e;’s opinion 1
unit. The CMCC model based on a linear cost function is given as
follows:

(M—8)

— m =k . i+1
Pi] D ke WkDyj 1€ Ty, jETT

s.t. |pu pjl <& k€ln i€, je I+
C(Py, Py, ...,P) >
where P = ([)g), k=1,2,...,mis the adjusted FPRs of the ex-

perts, P = (pj) is the adjusted collective opinion that is obtained
by aggregating all the adjusted FPRs of the experts by means
of weighted average operator, i.e., pj = Zk lwkpl, e € [0,1]
measures the deviation between expert’s adjusted preference and
collective preference, o dictates the desired consensus level, and
C : My, — [0,1] is a consensus measure of the experts’
opinions expressed via FPRs where M, dictates the set of all
additive preference relation over the finite set of alternatives

{x1,%, ..., Xn}.

Therefore, Labella et al. [ 16] extended the consensus measures
(Egs. (1) and (2)) to deal with FPRs and proposed the following
CMCC models:

e Model based on the consensus measure that considers the
distance of each expert to the collective opinion:

(M—9)

m n-1 n

min ZZ > alp — Byl

=1 i=1 j=i+1
. \m =k ;o ikl
bij = Zk:l Wkpj, 1€ Ih—1, j €I

|5{;—§ij|<g k€ly, i€l [eli!
m n—-1 n

ZZ > wilpl —pyl < v

=1 i=1 j=i+1

s.t.

e Model based on the consensus measure that considers the
distance among experts:

(M —10)
m n-1 n
—k
DRI
k=1 i=1 j=i+1
k. . i
bij = ZZL] Wkpj, 1 € I, J € H:H
—K —_ . . i+1
ot Py — p,JI <e, k e ]Im, i€l jelit

i 1)2 Z Z Z mewlﬁj

i=1 j=i+1 k=1 I=k+1

Evidently both CMCC models (M-9) and (M-10) are non-linear
in nature and finding optimal solution directly may not be effi-
cient in the large scale scenario. Thus, we transform them into
equivalent LP models, which shares the same optimal solutions
as non-linear counter parts and that have been described in next
two theorems.

Pyl <v
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Theorem 6. The CMCC model (M-9) can be transformed into an
equivalent linear programming model with the help of the following
transformations

pl — Py = uj; and [pj — Byl = vf, (14)

By — By = v and |5 — Byl = 2, (15)

forallk ey, iel,_q, j€ ]I;';” and it can be put into the following
form:

(M —11)
m n—-1 n
min Z Z Ck
=1 Jj=i+1

= m =k . i+1
Dy = Dy WDy, 1 € Tno1, j €L

Kk _ =k _ ok ; il
pU—pU_uU,IceHm,leHn_l,Je]In

i=1

uf < v,k €ly, i€l jelt!
K : C it
—“ijf vij,l<eﬂm,le]1n,1,]elln
—k = Kk . . i+1
S.L. p"—pg=yij,l<elm,lelln4,Jeﬂﬁ
y U,ke]lm,le]ln 1, j € T
Vi <zf kely,icly, jel!

zi <e kelp i€l jell!

n(n— ])Zk IZ

Theorem 7. The CMCC model (M-10) can be transformed into an
equivalent linear programming model with the help of the following
transformations

Z] =i+1 wkzu =V

pl — By = uj; and [pj — pf| = vj, (16)

P — by = y¥ and |pf; — Byl = 2L, (17)
forallk e Ty,iel,_4, j€ ]I;+l and it can be put into the following
form:

(M — 12)

m
min Z
=1

n—1 n

E Ck
i+1

Py —pj<e kelpicl,_q, jel!
Py — Py <& kelyicl, jel!

i=1 j=

— m =k . i i+1

pu = Zk:l wkpij’ l1e Hn—h J €& H;’I+
K=k _ ok i j e Iit1

pi—Pj=Up k€l i€, jel,
k

U <vu,

I . : 1
vu‘ kel,,icl,_1, j€ ]Iifr

k€ly,iel, , jelit

s.t. _k
ujj <
—k =
Dij — bjj
Kl k1 ; il
yU<zU,keHm Lleldliel, 1,jelit

—y4 <zl’j‘l,ke]Im 1,16]1"“ i€l q,jelit

n
= uZZZZ M <y

i=1 j=i+1 k=1 I=k+1

ki K+l P
= Vi kelp1, el iel,,jelit

The proof of Theorems 6 and 7 are similar to Theorem 4, thus
we omitted here.
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3.4. New CMCC models considering consensus and consistency in
FPRs

Even though the CMCC models (M-11) and (M-12) could gen-
erate the adjusted opinions for any given value of the ¢ and y,
there is no guarantee that the adjusted FPRs would maintain the
sufficient consistency. Although the initial experts’ opinions are
consistent, it is not sure that the adjusted FPRs and collective
opinion are consistent. That may result in unreliable final decision
outcomes. Therefore, it seems necessary to study the consistency
in the FPRs to overcome this drawback.

The idea is to preserve a certain level of consistency in the
adjusted opinions of the experts and collective opinion when
we are targeting to achieve a certain level of consensus among
experts. The consistency measure of the additive FPRs could allow
us to check the consistency level of the experts’ opinions. One
way to preserve the reasonable consistency levels in the adjusted
opinions is to restrict the search space of the adjusted opinions
to those FPRs that have the desired levels of consistency set by
experts. That can be simply done by including the consistency
level constraint in the CMCC models (M-11) and (M-12).

e Model based on the consensus measure that considers the
distance of each expert to the collective opinion and consis-
tency in FPRs:

(M — 13)
m n—1 n
min Z Cij;
k=1 i=1 jo=itl
= Zk Wiy, i €Ly, j eIt
P —pk= uf k€T, i €Ty y, j €L
uf < vf,k€ly, i€l q, jel!
—ug <vf,kelp,icl,, jel
By — Py = Yf k€ In,i € Ly, j € I
yU < zl’J‘, k€ly,i€lq, jelit!
st. {-Yi <zl keln i€l 4, jelH!
zf < kelpicly, jel!
m n—1 n
2 k
T2 2L WA =Y
k=1 i=1 j=i+1
4 &, =k —k
1— oo O 1Py + ) — Bl — 0.5 = 8, k € Iy
i<j<l
4 o
B CSICE)) Z|pij+pj1_pil_0~5| >4
i<j<l

where the last two (tenth and eleventh) constraints make sure
desired consistency in the adjusted opinions of the each expert
and collective opinion, &, > O(k = 1, 2, ..., m) is the desired
consistency threshold that the expert k seeks to maintain in
the CRP to generate meaningful results, and § is the desired
consistency threshold in the collective opinion.

Note that the CMCC model (M-13) with consistency con-
straints is non-linear for the presence of the new constraints
involving absolute values. Transforming the absolute values
by introducing new variables and constraints, we can for-
mulate an equivalent LP model to find the optimal solution
model (M-13) efficiently and that can be done with the help
of following theorem:

Theorem 8. The CMCC model (M-13) can be transformed into a LP
model with the following transformations
b+ P

—pjj— 0.5 = d; and [P + pjj — pjj — 0.5] = ef;
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foralli<j<I (18)
Tjif +13]1 — 5” —05= dij and |5U +E[ _f)il — 05| = €j
foralli<j<I (19)

and it takes into the following form:

(M — 14)
m n-1 n
. k
min E Z Z CkVjj
k=1 i=1 j=i+1
— m =k i i+1
Pij = D ke Wby, 1 € Lnr, jE LT
o=k k . il
pij_pij_uij,keﬂm,leﬂn—h JEH;
uf < vk, k €Ty, i €Ty, j €T
k k
_uij < U,‘ja

By =k Tmi o j

k€ly, i€y, jelit!

Vi <zjkelyiel, jelt!

Yk <Zb k€ ln, i€y, eI

zi’Jf <e kel iel,_q,je H;H

s.t. ﬁ > Z?;] Z;:Hl wkzi’; =V

Dy +Py—py—05=ds.i<j<lkelp

dk < ek

i < lﬂ,z<]<l,ke]Im

K I

_d,'ﬂ S ei;'[y
4 k

A—1)(n=2) Dicjati = 1= keln

El] +ﬁ]l —5” —05= dijl,i,j, le an i <] <1

d,‘j] SE,’ﬂ,i,j,lE]In,i <j<l

i<j<lLkel,

_dijl =< &jj, i,j, le ]In,i <j <

4
Mn—1)(n—2) i€ <138,

e Model based on the consensus measure that considers the
distance among experts and consistency in FPRs:

(M — 15)

m n-1 n

min 3053

k=1 i=1 j=i+1

- . ;i
Py —DPj<eé kelpicl,jelf

Kk . . i+1
Dij — bj <e¢ kelp, i€l q,je H;'+

= m ko : i+1
P = D jmq wiby, 1 € Inq,j € TF

k =k _ ok ; PR |
pij—pl-j_uij,ke]lm,lGH,H,]GHH

k k : : i+1
u; < vy, kely,ieliq,jel

k k ; ;i

—uj < v,k €ly,i€lyq,j e}

s.t. —k =l _ K k+1 . i+1
pij — Py _yij,k €lny,lel ielq,jel

ki Kl k1 it
Vi £z, kelnq,lel, ,iclq,jel;

Kkl Kl k+1 |
=Y <zj, k€l 1€l " i€y, jeT

2 n—1 n m—1 m wy+wy ki
n(n—T1) p Zj=i+1 k=1 Zl:k+1 ,'1{_1'21; =V
4 —k =k —k
1- n(n—1)(n—2) Z |pij + Dy — Py — 0.5 = &, k eIy
i<j<l
4 _ _ _
Ll v oy > icjt Py + Py —Py— 0.5 =8

Analogously, it can be found the optimal solution of (M-15)
with the help of the following theorem:
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Theorem 9. Similar to Theorem 8, the CMCC model (M-15) can be
transformed into a LP model as follows:

m n—1 n
: k
min Ckvij
k=1 i=1 j=i+1

P —Pj<e kelyicl_yjel

Py — P <& kelyiclyqjeli!

By = X il 11

pg, _ﬁg. = ufj k €Ty, i€lyq,jelit!

uf < vl ke€lp, i€l q,jel!

—uf <vf,k€ly, i€l 1,jelt!

Ph-Py =y kelnrleniel, el

Wzl keln . le i€, q,j e Tit!

W< keln . lelyiel, . jeli!

2 n-lyon m—1x=~m  wgtw ki
n(n—1) Dot Dojmit 2oket Dolekil 1 Zj SV

P + P — Py — 0.5 = df),

s.t.

i<j<lLkely,

dfy < el ijlel,i<j<lkelp
k ’ o . . .
—diﬂfei;l,l,],le]ln,l<]<l,keHm

4 k . .
=D Zi<j<, e <1-3di<j< Lkelp,

f)u +f)]l —E” —05= dlj[,i,j,le ]In,i <_] <1
djj[ < eiﬂ,i,j, lel,i <j <1
_dijl =< &jj, i,j, le I, i <j <
4
n(n—1)(n—2) Zi<j<l ej<1-9

As CMCC models (M-11) and (M-14) differs only in consistency
level constraints, the optimal cost of reaching consensus via these
models may be connected. In fact, the additional consistency
constraints in (M-14) may increase optimal cost of reaching con-
sensus and that fact has been depicted in the following theorem:

Theorem 10. Letzj, ., and z, .4 be the optimal cost of moving
opinions of the experts obtained from CMCC models (M-11) and (M-
14) respectively. For any values of the thresholds € > 0 and y > 0,
we have z(y_14) = Z(y_11y-

Remark 2. In the lines of Theorem 10, we can also establish
the connection on the optimal costs of moving opinions between
CMCC models (M-12) and (M-16) as z(*M_w) > Z(*M—12)‘

So far, we have proposed several equivalent LP models cor-
responding to the different CMCC models, which are originally
non-linear in nature and we have extended them to deal with
FPRs and their consistency. The equivalent LP models are easy
to solve in comparison with their non-linear counterparts and
thus, we can apply these models in LS-GDM problems to reach
consensus with minimal cost of moving experts’ opinions. But
the complexity of these models remains as concerns when we
attempt to find the solution of an LS-GDM problem with hun-
dreds of experts involved in the problem. In the next section, we
shed light on this aspect along with tools to solve the proposed
LP models.
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Fig. 2. (a) Visualization of the 190 experts’ opinions via multi-dimensional scaling; (b) distribution of the cost of moving opinions of the experts.

4. Illustrative example: comparative and complexity analysis

This section shows an illustrative example to demonstrate the
feasible applicability of our proposal in LS-GDM problems and a
comparative study with another model with similar characteris-
tics to our proposed CMCC models. Additionally, the complexity
of the proposed models considering both their size and run time
is also analyzed, but first, we introduce some tools that can be
used to solve such models.

Remark 3. Unlike most of proposals in LS-GDM, in this illustra-
tive example we use almost two hundred experts whose opinions
have been generated randomly in Julia under the condition that
their minimum consistency have to be at least 0.8.

4.1. Solver tools

Undoubtedly, LP models are easier to solve than their coun-
terpart equivalent non-linear models. There are well-designed
solvers out in the open-source ecosystem that can solve LP mod-
els with thousands of variables and constraints along with com-
mercial solvers, like, CPLEX! and Gurobi.> Note that Gurobi and
CPLEX solvers are available at free of cost to the academic com-
munity for the use of only academic purpose. In addition to LP
solvers, we require a tool for modeling environments that will
allow us to write algebraic mathematical models. A common
approach is to create a problem statement in a modeling environ-
ment and then pass the problem to a solver. We have followed
this architecture to solve the proposed CMCC models for LS-GDM.
To do so, we have chosen JuMP (Julia for Mathematical Program-
ming), an open-source modeling language, that allows users to
define a wide range of optimization problems (linear, mixed-
integer, quadratic, conic-quadratic, semi-definite, and non-linear)
in a high-level algebraic syntax [43]. As open-source LP solvers,
we have chosen Clp> and GLPK* that is easily interfaced with
JuMP at present along with other commercial solvers.”

https://www.ibm.com/analytics/cplex-optimizer.
https://www.gurobi.com/.
https://projects.coin-or.org/Clp.
https://www.gnu.org/software/glpk/.
http://www.juliaopt.org/JuMP.jl/v0.13/.

g A W N =

Table 2

CMCC models optimal cost.
Model Cost
(M-11) 123.16
(M-12) 239.37
(M-14) 123.55
(M-16) 239.43

4.2. lllustrative example

Let E = {eq, ..., e190} be a set of 190 members of the United
Nations that attempt to reach a consensus to prioritize a set of cli-
mate change policies, {x1, X2, X3, X4}. The cost of moving experts’
opinions varies for the different member states, as everyone has
different economic goals to achieve, which may directly affect the
environment policy. Therefore, the persuasion resource required
to move opinions for different stakeholders varies quite signifi-
cantly. The goal for the United Nations is to reach a consensus
agreement by deploying minimum resources in the persuasion
process for moving opinions of the stakeholders. We mimic the
data of the mentioned decision scenario generating the FPRs ran-
domly for each expert under the constraints that the minimum
consistency of each generated FPRs should be at least 0.8 and
the associated cost of moving opinions is assigned randomly from
the scale {1, 2, 3, 4, 5}. The experts’ opinions, along with his/her
moving cost, are presented in Fig. 2, and the original data is
available in the link https://bit.ly/3gzEa3r.

Due to the large number of stakeholders involved in the GDM
problem implies a significant amount of resources, United Na-
tions aims to attain a soft consensus and wish to obtain at
least o 0.85 level of consensus agreement. The maximum
deviation of any stakeholder from the collective opinion should
not exceed ¢ = 0.3. To achieve the consensus agreement among
the stakeholders by expending minimal resources to persuade
them, we first employ the proposed models (M-11) and (M-14).
The adjusted opinions obtained from these models are reported
in Fig. 3(a-b).

In terms of optimal cost (see Table 2) and consistency, the
model (M-11) achieves the consensus with an optimal cost of
moving opinions 123.16. Although the desired consensus thresh-
old has been achieved, there are 13 experts whose consistency
of the adjusted opinions falls short from the initial consistency
level, at least 0.8. The reason behind that the model (M-11)
does not impose any consistency constraint over the adjusted


https://www.ibm.com/analytics/cplex-optimizer
https://www.gurobi.com/
https://projects.coin-or.org/Clp
https://www.gnu.org/software/glpk/
http://www.juliaopt.org/JuMP.jl/v0.13/
https://bit.ly/3gzEa3r
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Fig. 3. (a) Visualization of the 190 experts’ opinions obtained via model (M-11) where blue color emphasizes that the consistency in the expert’s adjusted opinion
is below 0.8; (b) Visualization of the 190 experts’ consensus opinions obtained via model (M-14) where red color denotes the opinions of those blue colored experts
with consistency at least 0.8; (c) Visualization of the 190 experts’ consensus opinions obtained via model (M-12) where blue color emphasizes that the consistency in
the expert’s adjusted opinion is below 0.8; (d) Visualization of the 190 experts’ consensus opinions obtained via model (M-16) where red color denotes the opinions

of those blue colored experts with consistency at least 0.8.

opinions to preserve a minimal consistency level. On the other
hand, in the model (M-14), we impose the condition that the
adjusted opinions should have a minimum consistency level of
0.8 and that implies an increment in the optimal cost of moving
opinions 123.55. Thus, the employing of the CMCC model (M-14)
is much more reasonable to maintain sufficient consistency in the
adjusted opinions of the experts.

Next, we solved the LS-GDM problem with the CMCC models
(M-12) and (M-16), where the consensus level is computed via
the consensus measure based on the distance among experts C,
and the results are reported in Fig. 3(c-d). In comparison with
the model (M-11), the results from the model (M-12) shows that
there are only four experts whose consistency level is below 0.8
at the desired consensus agreement among experts. But there is
a sharp increase in the optimal cost of moving experts’ opinions.
In fact, it is almost doubled, 239.37, as it is shown in Table 2. Evi-
dently, we can say that the use of the consensus level, driven from
a distance among experts, leads to expending more resources
in the persuasion process. To maintain the desired consistency
level in the adjusted opinions of the experts under C, consensus
measure, we employed the CMCC model (M-16) to obtain the
consensus opinions with minimal cost of opinions, the results are
depicted in Fig. 3(d). We obtained the consensus opinions of the
experts with desired consistency level for all the experts with a

10

bit of increment in optimal opinion changing cost 239.43, which
supports Remark 2. In a nutshell, it indicates that maintaining
experts consistency along with consensus level, demands more
resources in the persuasion process.

4.3. Comparative performance analysis

In order to show the advantages and strengths of our proposed
linear CMCC models compared to other models, this section intro-
duces a comparative performance analysis. Such analysis consists
of the study of different aspects: (i) time complexity, (ii) optimal
cost and (iii) consistency level in resulting FPRs. However, not all
the consensus models presented in the literature are adequate if
we want to make a proper and fair comparison. For this reason,
we based our selection on by following:

e Consensus models without feedback mechanism: the pro-
posed CMCC models do not provide a feedback mechanism
and experts’ preferences are automatically modified. On the
other hand, consensus models with feedback process re-
quire the participation of experts and depend on them to
achieve the consensual solution. Therefore, a comparison
with consensus models with feedback would be not fair both
in terms of time complexity and general performance.
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Table 3

Optimal results from different consensus model.
Model Time (s) Cost
Zhang et al. [44] 187.25 194.18
(M-16) 51.6 97.090

e Optimal solution: the proposed CMCC models make use of
linear programming models that obtain the optimal solution
for a specific LS-GDM problem. Therefore, it seems logical to
discard those consensus models that follow an algorithmic
process to obtain the solution, because they will not be
optimal, in most cases. Thus, we select those models with
linear programming approaches.

e Experts’ preferences modeled by FPRs: this comparative
analysis is focuses on the CMCC models (M-14) and (M-16)
thus, the selected models have to deal with FPRs.

e Consistency control in FPRs: the proposed CMCC models
guarantee to obtain a solution in which the resulting FPRs
have a desired level of consistency. Therefore, we should
consider those models that also take into account this as-
pect.

Based on the previous points, we have selected the model
proposed by Zhang et al. in [44] to carry out the comparative
performance analysis. This model is based on linear optimization
and allows to fix a desired level of consistency for the resulting
experts’ preferences modeled by FPRs, which makes it an ideal
model to compare with our proposal. Due to Zhang et al.’s model
computes the consensus level via the consensus measure based
on the distance among experts C,, the comparison will be be-
tween such a model and our CMCC model (M-16). Table 3 shows
the results related to time and cost obtained from the models for
group decision scenario described in Section 4.2.

The results obtained clearly show that the CMCC model (M-16)
is better both in terms of cost and time, which means that it is
much more effective in addressing the problem of scalability in
LS-GDM and is also capable of finding a better optimal solution
than the model proposed by Zhang et al. Regarding consistency
in the resulting FPRs, both models guarantee a desired minimum
level of consistency, in this case 0.8, for all the FPRs.

Remark 4. Note that, since Zhang et al.’s model does not con-
sider the cost of moving opinions, in order to make a proper
comparison between both models, we set the cost of changing
opinions for all the experts equal to 1. The rest of the parameters
are assigned with the same values as defined in Section 4.2.

Remark 5. For the comparison study, Zhang et al.’s model and
(M-16) are solved in Julia 1.3.1 on a desktop with Windows 10
Education OS, 3.40 GHz Intel core i7-6700 CPU and 16 GB RAM
by invoking the Gurobi 9.0.1 optimizer.

4.4. Complexity of the different CMCC models regarding their size

Typically, the complexity of the LP models depends on the size
of the problem, i.e., the number of constraints and variables. The
run times or the memory allocation also depend on the size of the
problems for fix computational resources. Therefore, we analyze
the complexity of the proposed CMCC models dealing with FPRs.

When a group of m experts express their assessments over
a set of alternatives {xq,xs,...,X,} by using FPRs, the size of
the problem increases proportionately to corresponding with nu-
merical utility vector and their sizes in terms of constraint and
variables depicted in Table 4. The complexity of the models
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(M-14) and (M-16) increases from the models (M-11) and (M-
12) due to impose of non-linear consistency constraints on ex-
perts’ modified FPRs and collective FPR. In order to linearize the
non-linear consistency constraints, we need to introduce addi-

tional E™H2M=1=2) continuous variables with "HUM-1=2) |
2 linear constraints).

4.5. Complexity of CMCC models regarding their run time

Although a performance metric has been proposed recently
to compare different CRP processes based on the minimum cost
consensus solution [16], there is no standard GDM dataset for
very large-scale instances along with minimum cost solutions
to facilitate comparisons with other methods. Such datasets are
essential to validate the performance of the new CRPs proposals
and facilitate the comparison with other models. Thus, we report
a few LS-GDM datasets with their minimum cost consensus so-
lutions obtained via models (M-14) and (M-16) to advocate the
future proposals in this direction.

Time is also a vital factor when we attempt to conduct LS-
GDM problems in real-time via distributed platform MCC models.
Therefore, we analyze the time taken by different solvers for
finding optimal consensus opinions employing different CMCC
models. To do so, we have considered the LS-GDM scenarios
involving the assessment of the set of alternatives {x1, X2, X3, X4}
with a different number of experts in the datasets. The experts
provide their assessments by using FPRs with the consistency of
at least 0.8. The cost of moving experts opinions are the same,
i.e., c; = 1 for all the experts in the group. We further assume that
all the experts’ opinions are equally important in the formation
of the group.

With this mentioned set up, we have created the datasets for
six LS-GDM scenarios by varying the number of experts in the
group {50, 100, 150, 200, 250, 300}. We will refer the LS-GDM
scenario with 50 experts as FPR50 and the same will follow for
the rest. For each instance, we attempt to find the MCC opinions
of the experts by solving the CMCC models (M-14) and (M-
16), and we have invoked four solvers, namely, Gurobi, Cplex,
GLPK and Clp in Julia under same computational configuration to
obtain the solutions. It is important to note that we have worked
with the default configuration of solvers without any parameters
change. The optimal cost of moving opinions obtained by solving
corresponding CMCC models (M-14) and (M-16) with different
solvers are reported in Table 5 along with the real-time taken
by Julia with that solver configuration. Note that we have set
the consensus level threshold « 0.8 and ¢ 0.3 for the
experiments. The datasets, along with the solution obtained by
the different solvers and consistency of each experts’ preference,
are available in https://bit.ly/37SB5av.

From the solvers’ perspectives, it is quite evident from Table 5
that all the solvers could able to find the optimal solution for all
the instances under CMCC model (M-14) and optimal costs are
the same. But the academic version of Gurobi and Cplex turns
out to be faster than the open-source solvers GLPK and Clp. On
the other hand, when we deploy the CMCC model (M-16) to find
the consensus opinions of the experts, there is an exponential
increase in the execution time to generate the results and Gurobi
outperforms all in terms of execution time. Moreover, the open-
source solver GLPK and Clp are unable to produce solutions for
the group involving more than 150 experts with a time limit of
1800 seconds.
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Table 4
Model size in terms of constraints and variables under FPRs assessments.
Model No opinions No of cont. variables No of constraints
(M-11) LU (5m+1)n(n—1) @me =) ¢
(M-12) mn(;—l) (m+1)§n(n—1) (3m2+7m+2)n(n—1) 41
(M-14) w (5m+1%n(n—1) + (2m+2)n(2—1)(n—z) (7m+1;n(n—1) + (m+1)n(nz—1)(n—2) +3
(M-16) w (m+1)zn(n—1) 4 (2m+2)n(g—1)(n—2> (3m2+7m2—2)n(n—1) + (m+1)n(nz—1)(n—2) +3
Table 5
Optimal cost and run time for different datasets.
Scenario Model Gurobi Cplex GLPK Clp
Time (s) Cost Time (s) Cost Time (s) Cost Time (s) Cost
FPR50 (M-14) 0.0197 8.0860 0.0139 8.0860 0.0867 10.4999 0.0595 8.0860
(M-16) 0.3829 18.6296 1.0125 18.6296 8.0860 18.6296 6.7076 18.6296
FPR100 (M-14) 0.0414 17.0111 0.0436 17.0111 0.3817 17.0111 0.1929 17.0111
(M-16) 2.2344 35.1356 7.9614 35.1356 289.9235 35.1356 153.3702 35.1356
FPR150 (M-14) 0.0701 25.9368 0.0806 25.9368 0.8495 25.9368 0.4564 25.9368
(M-16) 8.0099 50.1374 34.6883 50.1374 - - - -
FPR200 (M-14) 0.1054 31.7640 0.1250 31.7640 1.4985 31.7640 0.6103 31.7640
(M-16) 23.5157 66.6181 80.6378 66.6181 - - - -
FPR250 (M-14) 0.1421 40.8489 0.1353 40.8489 22928 0.8489 0.8759 40.8489
(M-16) 55.5469 85.1735 187.5703 85.1735 - - - -
FPR300 (M-14) 0.1723 49.9816 0.1959 49.9816 3.5846 49.9816 1.3870 49.9816
(M-16) 133.4059 100.1862 536.6646 100.1862 - - - -

5. Conclusions

LS-GDM problems are increasingly common and require CRPs
to smooth disagreements, which are very common due to the
participation of a large number of experts, and reach consensual
solutions in which most of the group agrees. However, experts
may not be receptive to changing their opinions too much. MCC
models allow to obtain a consensual solution by preserving as
much as possible the initial experts’ opinions but they increase
the level of agreement in the group just considering the distance
among the experts’ preferences and the collective opinions, which
may not be enough to guarantee a desired level of consensus.
Recently, CMCC models were proposed to overcome the pre-
vious drawback considering the computation of the consensus
by means of different consensus measures. Nevertheless, these
CMCC models are focused on GDM problems with a few numbers
of experts, and they may not be efficient to find the consensual
solution in LS-GDM problems. Moreover, they do not consider the
consistency of the experts’ opinions.

This contribution has introduced new CMCC linear models
to deal with LS-GDM problems in which experts provide their
preferences both numerical assessments and FPRs. Additionally,
in the CMCC for FPRs, their consistency has been taken into
account in order to obtain reliable results. Finally, the usefulness
of the new models has been shown through a LS-GDM case study
which studies the complexity of such models and includes a
comparative performance analyses to display the advantages of
the proposed models. In a nutshell, the comparison indicates that
keeping experts consistency along with consensus level requires
more resources in the persuasion process.

As future research, we will study the use and performance of
different aggregation operators to obtain the collective opinion in
the CMCC linear models defined in this proposal.
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