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Modes of Religiosity in Iberian Iron Age Caves:  
Religious Behaviour and Sensorial Experience

Introduction1234

We propose a study aimed at the observation and analysis 
of the models of religious behaviour (cognitive models) and 
forms of religiosity associated with worship and Iberian 
rituality. We focus on cult places, as they clearly enacted 
an important role in the religiosity of these protohistoric 
societies. From a spatial perspective they played an active 
part in the territorial organisation. Their functions were 
heterogeneous, although their role in community identi-
fication and cohesion is evident. They were also a physical 
reference point for the projection of ideology in the territorial 
dynamic (González-Alcalde 2002; Ruiz et al. 2010; Rueda 2011; 
Grau, Amorós 2013; Rísquez, Rueda 2013; González Reyero et 
al. 2014; López-Bertran 2015; Rueda, Bellón 2016; Machause 
2019; Machause, Quixal 2018). 

In general terms, our spatial reference spans a wide strip 
of the eastern and southeastern Iberian Peninsula stretching 
from the province of Castellón to the Alto Guadalquivir region 
(Fig. 1). This brings us into contact with a diverse range of 
political territories and contexts. Our chronological frame-
work is equally wide, although we focus particularly on the 
4th and 3rd centuries BC as a key period for this type site 
that went hand-in-hand with the transformations undergone 
by the Iberian societies of the time. We will not enter into 
an analysis of the continuity or transformation processes 
following the end of the Second Punic War at the end of the 
3rd century BC, as this would lead to a complex discussion 
concerning the forms of abandonment or remembrance in 
an extremely wide-ranging map of situations. 

Thus, we find ourselves looking at a heterogeneous map 
as a fundamental feature that defines this type of context. 
Historiographically, the term “cave-sanctuary” has been 
used in a broad sense (Gil-Mascarell 1975; Aparicio 1976 

1. Instituto Universitario de Investigación en Arqueología Ibérica, 
Universidad de Jaén. e-mail: caruegal@ujaen.es 
2. Departament de Prehistòria, Arqueologia i Història Antiga, Universitat 
de València. e-mail: sonia.machause@uv.es
3. Instituto Universitario de Investigación en Arqueología y Patrimonio 
Histórico. Universidad de Alicante. e-mail: ivan.amoros@ua.es 
4. Instituto Universitario de Investigación en Arqueología y Patrimo-
nio Histórico. Universidad de Alicante. e-mail: ignacio.grau@ua.es 

1997; Serrano, Fernández 1992; González-Alcalde 1993, 2002, 
2002–2003a, 2002–2003b, 2005a, 2005b, 2006; Moneo 2003, among 
others). This has led to cult places in different territories and 
with distinguishable features being analysed under a single 
category and with a certain homogenisation of different 
religious situations. We would like to break with this idea, as 
it is a dynamic that has diluted the possible particularities 
of each of them, while emphasising their common features, 
which tend to be generic and determined by the presence of 
the cave (Grau, Amorós 2013: 187–188). With these factors in 
mind, our approach will be mainly based on two variables. 
On the one hand, we understand caves as key sites in the 
landscape, as they contributed to strengthening collective 
participation and, therefore, to the mechanisms of integra-
tion and religious identification that incorporated the ritual 
mobility processes. On the other hand, we emphasise their 
multisensorial nature, as they combined special characteristics 
that facilitated and even fostered the recreation of ritualities 
charged with symbolism.

1 Cave Sanctuaries in the Territory: Ritual 
Mobility and Symbolic Appropriation of the 
Landscape

Studying in depth the ritual aspects linked to caves 
obliges us to place into context, albeit briefly, the role of the 
landscape in the religious structure of the Iberian societies. 
In these societies the religious systems were connected and 
linked to nature (Moneo 2003; Grau, Rueda 2018). That which 
was known and selected was projected onto the landscape, 
which served to build the collective identity and foster the 
sensation that the physical environment made sense and had 
value. In the landscape, therefore, we perceive the features 
that were impressed on it by a society. This was true also in 
terms of the symbolic aspects, as nature became a source of 
metaphors and an explanation of the different ways of under-
standing the world (Urquijo 2010). For that reason, territories 
had a clear symbolic dimension that was projected through 
specific landmarks in the landscape. These could have been 
the caves that became points of attraction that conditioned 
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of organising the religious experience and its practices. A 
concrete example could clarify this idea. We are referring 
specifically to the vast territory of Cástulo (Linares, Jaén) 
and its sanctuaries, Collado de los Jardines (Santa Elena, 
Jaén) and Cueva de la Lobera (Castellar, Jaén) (mid-4th-3rd 
centuries BC), that contributed to the organisation of a very 
large religious community (Fig. 6) (Rueda et al. 2008; Rueda 
2011). Worship in these cave areas began with a pilgrimage 
within the territory, starting from different towns and tak-
ing up to several days to reach the sanctuaries. Once there, 
they held very important practices for the society (rites of 
passage, nuptial rites, aggregation rites, couple and fertility 
rites, healing rituals, etc.) (Rueda 2013; Rísquez et al. 2018). 

There are variables that define those contexts from the 
doctrinal model. Thus, the scale of participation itself (a very 
extensive community that encompassed various lineage 
groups) and an equally large frequentation translated into 
deposits of several thousand offerings, among which the more 
than 7000 bronze figurines stand out (Rueda 2011; Prados et 
al. 2018) (Fig. 6.3). On the other hand, the rite was channelled 
through reiterated behaviours of which the bronze iconogra-
phy was the principal means of expression. In this way were 
established the different corporal expressions (gestures) that 
contributed to the learning (organised around the principal 
phases of the life and social cycle) and to orientating the 
adaptative conduct and ritual behaviour. Thus, reiteration led 
to implicit behavioural habits that occurred independently 
of thought or conscious control. Without doubt, complex 
performances were involved in the formalisation of the ritual 
and these can be read in the archaeological record. This is 
an eye-catching feature of the doctrinal model in which the 
rituality was organised around processes that were by no 
means simplistic and that, in some cases involved the trans-
formation of the very person (for example by cutting their 
hair or placing masks on them). Another important feature is 
that this rule allowed and favoured a clear class distinction, 
plainly differentiating between the aristocracy and their 
clienteles through the votive image of the offerings and the 
hierarchisation of the space in both sanctuaries.

However, from our point of view, these features did not 
invalidate or restrict intensive emotional experiences in 
which diverse mechanisms also mediated. One example is 
the presence, in the case of Cueva de la Lobera, of a visual 
phenomenon interpreted as a solar hierophany that occurred 
inside the cave during the equinoxes (Esteban et al. 2014) 
(Fig. 6.2). This phenomenon, which would have been incorpo-
rated into the actions and times of the ritual, may have acted 
as catalyser, to the extent that it reproduced an archetype 
of the feminine that can be recognised in the collective 
imaginary, a perceived image that played an important role 
as an element of social cohesion and that could have magni-
fied intensive sensorial experiences. They would have been 
sensorial and visual experiences specific to that historical 
moment and would have contributed to creating a conduit of 
sensorial empathy based on which collective subjectivities 
and identities would have been built. They would also have 
contributed to creating the narratives and mythologies, in 
other words, the memory of these communities.

Conclusions

The re-readings that can be made based on the applica-
tion of these theories regarding modes of religiosity enrich 
the analytical perspectives and offer us new possibilities 
for revising the archaeological record and incorporating all 
the possible variables. Moreover, they involve an analysis 
of those factors that have to do with the subjectivities and 
their conceptualisation that are implicit in the religious 
experience. Methodologically therefore they reaffirm the 
need to overcome the passive concept of the materiality of the 
objects and to delve more deeply into aspects that go beyond 
mere visual representations, investigating the channels of 
sensorial and emotive empathy. The task will be to approach 
the “cognitive geographies” that offer a fruitful analytical 
route in the religious space and on the ritual plain. 

On the other hand, the heterogeneity of the Iberian religious 
landscape allows us to appreciate how both ways of organising 
the religious experience are manifested in contemporary reli-
gious contexts. Not everything is based on the nature of the 
cult, to the extent that similar modes of religiosity organise 
rituals originating in diverse motivations. Therefore, in cave 
sanctuaries it is necessary to apply analyses on different scales 
that explain their functionality in the territorial context, as 
well as their role in identity-building on a social level. 

The scales are necessarily involved in the organisation 
of the worship. Here, the imagistic mode is a basic-primary 
form of ritual organisation that becomes more compli-
cated in the more complex political territories. In them the 
intervention of a doctrinal mode is necessary, although 
without categorically excluding the religious experiences 
created by sensorial phenomena. This can mainly be seen 
in hierarchised territorial pyramids, in which the political 
structures required collective cohesion processes that went 
beyond the regional scale. The mode of religiosity in these 
contexts contributed to the organisation and perpetuation 
of the social order, to regulating political alliances (for 
example through the ritual sanctioning of marriage) and 
to reforming the channels of aggregation. These processes 
can be read above all up to the late 3rd century BC, when 
Rome brought about their breakup by incorporating a much 
more stratified doctrinal model. 

This is a line of study that we have barely outlined here, 
but it has tremendous potential in the Iberian religious space. 

Acknowledgments

This study was undertaken with the support of the “Ramón 
y Cajal” Sub- (RYC-2017-22122) funded by Ministry of Science 
and Innovation of Spain (MCIN/AEI/10.13039/501100011033) 
and by the European Union (European Social Fund. FSE) 
(C. Rueda), as well as the APOSTD-Generalitat Valenciana-Eu-
ropean Social Fund postdoctoral grant (S. Machause), the 
LIMOS project of the Prometeo 2019/35 programme of the 
Generalitat Valenciana (I. Amorós and I. Grau) and Ritual-
Paths project (P20-00301/UJA), PAIDI2020-Junta de Andalucía. 



Modes of Religiosity in Iberian Iron Age Caves: Religious Behaviour and Sensorial Experience 

73

References

Alfayé, S. 2010: “Hacia el lugar de los dioses: aproximación 
a la peregrinación religiosa en la Hispania indoeuropea”, 
in F. Marco, F. Pina, J. Remesal (ed.). Viajeros, peregrinos y 
aventureros en el mundo antiguo, Universitat de Barcelona, 
Barcelona, p. 177–218.

Alfayé, S. (ed.) 2016: Verenda numina: temor y experiencia religiosa 
en el mundo antiguo, Monográfico de la Revista Arys 14, Madrid.

Aparicio, J. 1976: “El culto en cuevas en la región valenciana”, I 
Revista de la Universidad Complutense XXV (101), Homenaje a 
García y Bellido, p. 9–30. 

Aparicio, J. 1997: “El culto en cuevas y la religiosidad protohistórica”, 
Quaderns de Prehistòria i Arqueologia de Castelló 18, p. 345–358.

Bender, B. 2001: “Landscapes on-the-Move”, Journal of Social 
Archaeology 1 (1), p. 75–89.

Betts, E. 2003: “The Sacred Landscape of Picenum (900–100 BC). 
Towards a Phenomenology of Cult Places”, in J. B. Wilkins, E. 
Herring (ed.). Inhabiting Symbols: Symbol and Image in the Ancient 
Mediterranean, Accordia Reserarch Institute, vol. 5, University 
of London, p. 101-120.

Bjerck, H. B. 2012: “Phenomenological Perspectives on Anthro-
pomorfic Cave Paintings in Norway”, in K. A. Bergsvik, R. 
Skeates (ed.). Caves in Context: The Cultural Significance of Caves 
and Rockshelters in Europe, Oxbow Books, Oxford, p. 48–64.

Blay, F. 1992: “Cueva Merinel (Bugarra). Análisis de la fauna”, in J. 
Juan Cabanilles (coord.). Estudios de Arqueología ibérica y romana. 
Homenaje a Enrique Pla Ballester, Serie de Trabajos Varios del SIP 
89, Diputación Provincial de Valencia, p. 283–287.

Bradley, R. 2000: An Archaeology of Natural Places, Routledge, London.

Chaniotis, A. (ed.) 2011: Ritual dynamics in the ancient Mediter-
ranean: agency, emotion, gender, representation, Steiner Verlag, 
Stuttgart.

Coleman, S. 2002: “Do you Believe in Pilgrimage? Communitas, 
Contestation and Beyond”, Anthropological Theory 2, p. 355–368.

Coleman S., Eade J. (ed.) 2004: Reframing Pilgrimage. Cultures in 
Motion, London, Psychology Press.

Cummings V., Johnston R. 2007: “Leaving Place: an Introduction 
to Prehistoric Journeys”, in V. Commings, R. Johnston (ed.). 
Prehistoric Journeys, Oxbow Books, Oxford, p. 1–7.

Elsner J., Rutherford I. 2005 (ed.): Pilgrimage in Greco-Roman 
and Early Christian Antiquity: seeing the gods, Oxford University 
Press, Oxford.

Esteban C., Ocharan Ibarra J. A. 2016: “Winter solstice at the 
Iberian cave-sanctuary of La Nariz”, in F. Silva, K. Malville, T. 
Lomsdalen, F. Ventura (ed.). The Materiality of the Sky, Sofia 
Centre Press, Ceredigion, p. 189–96.

Esteban C., Rísquez C., Rueda C. 2014: “An evanescent vision of 
the sacred? The equinoctial sun at the iberian sanctuary of 
Castellar”, International Journal Mediterranean Archaeology and 
Archaeometry 14 (3), p. 99–106. 

Gil-Mascarell, M. 1975: “Sobre las cuevas ibéricas del País Valen-
ciano. Materiales y problemas”, SAGVNTVM-PLAV 11, p. 281–332.

González-Alcalde, J. 1993: “Las cuevas santuario ibéricas en 
el País Valenciano: Un ensayo de interpretación”, Verdolay 
5, p. 67–78. 

González-Alcalde, J. 2002: Las cuevas santuario y su incidencia en 
el contexto social del mundo ibérico, PhD Dissertation (online 
since 2013), Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Madrid.

González-Alcalde, J. 2002–2003a: “Cuevas-refugio y cuevas-san-
tuario en Castellón y Valencia: Espacios de resguardo y entor-
nos iniciáticos en el mundo ibérico”, Quaderns de Prehistòria i 
Arqueologia de Castelló 23, p. 187–240.

González-Alcalde, J. 2002–2003b: “Estudio historiográfico, 
catálogo e interpretación de las cuevas-refugio y cuevas-san-
tuario de época ibérica en Alicante”, Recerques del Museu d’Alcoi 
11–12, p. 57–84.

González-Alcalde, J. 2005a: “Cuevas-refugio y cuevas-santuario 
ibéricas en la región de Murcia. Historiografía, catalogación 
e interpretación”, Verdolay 9, p. 71–94.

González-Alcalde, J. 2005b: “Una aproximación a las cuevas-san-
tuario ibéricas en el País Valenciano”, Madrider Mitteilungen 
46, p. 87–103.

González-Alcalde, J. 2006: “Cuevas-santuario ibéricas en Cataluña”, 
Quaderns de Prehistòria i Arqueologia de Castelló 25, p. 187–248.

González Reyero S., Sánchez-Palencia F. J., Flores C., López 
Salinas I. 2014: “Procesos de apropiación y memoria en 
el sureste peninsular durante la Segunda Edad del Hierro: 
Molinicos y La Umbría de Salchite en la construcción de un 
territorio político”, Zephyrus LXXIII, p. 149–170. 

Grau I., Amorós I. 2013: “La delimitación simbólica de los espacios 
territoriales ibéricos: el culto en el confín y las cuevas-san-
tuario”, in C. Rísquez, C. Rueda (ed.). Santuarios iberos: territorio, 
ritualidad y memoria, Asociación para el desarrollo rural de la 
Comarca de El Condado, Jaén, p. 183–212. 

Grau, I. 1996: “La Cova dels Pilars (Agres, El Comtat). Aportació a 
l’estudi de les coves-santuari ibèriques”, Alberri 9, p. 78–105.

Grau, I. 2012: “Límite, confín, margen, frontera. . . Conceptos y 
nociones en la antigua Iberia”, in F. Prados, I, García, G. Ber-
nard (ed.). Confines. El extremo del mundo durante la Antigüedad, 
Publicaciones de la Universidad de Alicante, Alicante, p. 23–48.

Grau, I. 2015: “Forging communities: coalitions, identity sym-
bols and ritual practices in Iron Age Eastern Iberia”, World 
Archaeology 48 (1), p. 110–124.

Grau I., Olmos R. 2005: “El ánfora ática de la Cova dels Pilars 
(Agres, Alicante): Una propuesta de lectura iconográfica en 
su contexto espacial ibérico”, Archivo Español de Arqueología 
78, p. 49–77.

Grau I., Rueda C. 2018: “La religión en las sociedades iberas: 
una visión panorámica”, Revista de historiografía 28, p. 47–72.

Hamilakis, Y. 2002: “The past as oral history: towards an archaeo-
logy of the senses”, in Y. Hamilakis, M. Pluciennik, S. Tarlow 
(ed.). Thinking through the Body: Archaeologies of Corporeality, 
Kluwer Academic, Plenum Publishers, New York, p. 121–136.

Hamilakis, Y. 2011: “Archaeologies of the Senses”, in T. Insoll 
(ed.), Oxford Handbook of the Archaeology of Ritual and Religion, 
Oxford University Press, p. 208–225.



74

Carmen Rueda Galán, Sonia Machause López, Iván Amorós López & Ignasi Grau Mira

Hamilakis, Y. 2013: Archaeology of the Senses. Human Experience, 
Memory, and Affect, Cambridge University Press.

Hamilakis, Y. 2017: “Sensorial Assemblages: Affect, Memory and 
Temporality in Assemblage Thinking”, Cambridge Archaeological 
Journal 27 (1), p. 169–182.

Lewis-Williams, D. 2002: The Mind in the Cave: Consciousness and 
the Origins of Art, Thames & Hudson, London.

López-Bertran, M. 2011: “Practical Movements: Kinetic Rituals in 
the Ancient Western Mediterranean”, Journal of Mediterranean 
Archaeology 24 (1), p. 85–109.

López-Bertran, M. 2015: “Paisajes rituales en el sucronensis 
sinus”, in C. Aranegui (ed.). El sucronensis sinus en época ibérica, 
SAGVNTVM-PLAV Extra 17, Valencia, p. 43–62.

Machause, S. 2019: Las cuevas como espacios rituales en época ibérica. 
Los casos de Kelin, Edeta y Arse, Colección Arqueologías, Serie 
Ibera, Universidad de Jaén.

Machause S., Quixal D. 2018: “Cuevas rituales ibéricas en el 
territorio de Kelin (ss. v-iii a.C.)”, Complutum 29 (1), p. 115–134.

Machause S., Esteban C., Moya F. 2019: “Enduring Sacred Places: 
The Astronomical Orientation of the Iberian Cave-Sanctuary 
of Cueva Santa del Cabriel in Spain”, Journal of Skyscape Archae-
ology 5 (1), p. 56–78.

Machause S., Pérez A., Vidal P., Sanchis A. 2014: “Prácticas 
rituales ibéricas en la Cueva del Sapo (Chiva, Valencia): Más 
allá del caliciforme”, Zephyrus LXXIV, p. 157–179.

Machause S., Sanchis A. 2015: “La ofrenda de animales como 
práctica ritual en época ibérica: la Cueva del Sapo (Chiva, 
Valencia)”, in A. Sanchis, J. L. Pascual (ed.). Preses petites i grups 
humans en el passat, II Jornades d’Arqueozoologia del Museu 
de Prehistòria de València, Valencia, p. 261–286.

Machause López S., Diez Castillo A. A. (in prep.): Visibility and 
Mobility analysis to understand the ritual landscape in the Iberian 
Iron Age.

Martínez Perona, J. V. 1992: “El santuario ibérico de la Cueva 
Merinel (Bugarra). En torno a la función del vaso caliciforme”, 
in J. Cabanilles (coord.). Estudios de Arqueología ibérica y romana. 
Homenaje a Enrique Pla Ballester, Serie de Trabajos Varios del 
SIP 89, Diputación Provincial de Valencia, p. 261–282.

Moneo, T. 2003: Religio Iberica. Santuarios, ritos y divinidades (siglos 
vii-i a.C.), Bibliotheca Archaeologica Hispana 20, Real Academia 
de la Historia, Madrid.

Montello D. R, Moyes H. 2012: “Why Dark Zones Are Sacred”, 
in H. Moyes (ed.). Sacred darkness: a Global Perspective on the 
Ritual Use of Caves, University Press of Colorado, Boudler, 
p. 385–396.

Morinis, A. (ed.). 1992: Sacred Journeys: The Anthropology of Pilgri-
mage. Greenwood Press, Wesport, London.

Moyes, H. 2016: “Xibalba, the Place of Fear: Caves and the Ancient 
Maya Underworld”, in S. Alfayé (ed.). Verenda numina: temor 
y experiencia religiosa en el mundo antiguo, Monográfico de la 
Revista Arys 14, Madrid, p. 171–190.

Murrieta-Flores P., García Sanjuán L., Wheatley D. 2012: 
“Modelando la movilidad y el movimiento en la Prehistoria 

reciente a través de los SIG. Estudios del caso en Sierra Morena 
occidental”, in E. García (ed.). Movilidad, contacto y cambio, II 
Congreso de Prehistoria de Andalucía, Antequera, p. 77–94. 

Nordin, A. 2009: “Ritual Agency, Substance Transfer and the 
Making of Supernatural Immediacy in Pilgrim Journeys”, 
Journal of Cognition and Culture 9, p. 195–223.

Olmos, R. 2008: “La simbolización del espacio sagrado en la icono-
grafía ibérica”, in X. Dupré, S. Ribichini, S. Verger (ed.). Saturnia 
Tellus: definizioni dello spazio consacrato in ambiente etrusco, italico, 
fenicio-punico, iberico e celtico, Atti del convegno internazionale 
(Roma dal 10 al 12 novembre 2004), Roma, p. 251–266. 

Palka, J. W. 2014: Maya pilgrimage to ritual landscapes: insights from 
archaeology, history and ethnography, University of New Mexico 
Press, Alburquerque, New Mexico. 

Pellini, J. R. 2018: Senses, Affects and Archaeology, Cambridge 
Scholars Publishing, Cambridge.

Prados L., Rueda C., Ruiz A. 2018 (ed.): Bronces ibéricos, una historia 
por contar. Libro Homenaje al Prof. Gérard Nicolini, Ediciones de la 
Universidad Autónoma de Madrid-Editorial de la Universidad 
de Jaén, Madrid. 

Rísquez C., Rueda C. (ed.) 2013: Santuarios iberos: Territorio, ritualidad 
y memoria, Actas del Congreso Internacional “El Santuario de 
la Cueva de La Lobera de Castellar. 1912-2012” (Jaén, 4–6 octubre 
2012), Jaén, Asociación para el desarrollo rural de la Comarca 
de El Condado.

Rueda, C. 2011: Territorio, culto e iconografía en los santuarios 
iberos del Alto Guadalquivir (ss. iv a.n.e.-i d.n.e.), Textos CAAI 
3, Universidad de Jaén, Jaén.

Rueda, C. 2013: “Ritos de paso de edad y ritos nupciales en la 
religiosidad ibera: algunos casos de estudio”, in C. Rísquez, 
C. Rueda (ed.). Santuarios iberos: Territorio, ritualidad y memoria. 
Actas del Congreso Internacional “El Santuario de la Cueva 
de La Lobera de Castellar. 1912-2012” (Jaén, 4–6 octubre 2012), 
Jaén, Asociación para el desarrollo rural de la Comarca de El 
Condado, p. 341–384.

Rueda C., Bellón J. P. 2016: “Culto y rito en cuevas: modelos 
territoriales de vivencia y experimentación de lo sagrado, 
más allá de la materialidad (ss. v-ii a.n.e.)”, in S. Alfayé (ed.), 
Verenda numina: temor y experiencia religiosa en el mundo antiguo, 
Monográfico de la Revista Arys 14, Madrid, p. 43–80.

Rueda C., Gutiérrez J. M., Bellón J. P. 2008: “Aportación desde 
los procesos territoriales a las lecturas iconográficas de los 
santuarios del Alto Guadalquivir”, Anales de Arqueología cor-
dobesa 19, p. 23–48.

Ruiz A., Rueda C., Molinos M. 2010: “Santuarios y territorios 
iberos en el Alto Guadalquivir (siglos IV a.n.e.-siglo I d.n.e.)”, 
in T. Tortosa, S. Celestino (ed.). Debate en torno a la religiosidad 
protohistórica, Madrid, Anejos de Archivo Español de Arque-
ología 55, p. 65–81.

Ruiz A., Molinos M., Pérez M., Fernández R., Rueda C. 2016: “El 
santuario ibero de la Puerta del Sol”, in A. Russo, F. Guarneri 
(ed.), Santuari Mediterranei tra Oriente e Occidente. Interazioni e 
contatti culturali, Roma, p. 309–319.

Serrano D., Fernández J. 1992: “Cuevas rituales ibéricas en la 
provincia de Valencia”, Al-Gezira 7, p. 11–35.



Modes of Religiosity in Iberian Iron Age Caves: Religious Behaviour and Sensorial Experience 

75

Skeates, R. 2007: “Religious experience in the prehistoric Maltese 
underworld”, in D. A. Barrowclough, C. Malone (ed.). Cult in Context: 
Reconsidering Ritual in Archaeology, Oxbow Books, Oxford, p. 90–96.

Skeates, R. 2012: An Archaeology of the Senses: Prehistoric Malta. 
Oxford University Press.

Skeates R., Day J. (ed.) 2020: The Routledge Handbook of Sensory 
Archaeology, Routledge, London and New York.

Sommerschield, T. 2016: “A long way from home: the pertinence 
of pilgrimage to Ancient Greek Religion”, Pons Aelius: Newcastle 
University Postgraduate Forum E-Journal Edition 13, p. 25–34.

Urquijo, P. S. 2010: “El paisaje en su connotación ritual. Un caso 
en la Huasteca potosina, México”, Geotrópico 2, p. 2–15.

Van Dyke, R. M. 2011: “Imagined Pasts Imagined. Memory and 
Ideology in Archaeology”, in R. Bernbeck, R. H. McGuire (ed.). 

Ideologies in Archaeology, The University of Arizona Press, 
Tucson, p. 233–253.

Whitehouse, R. D. 1992: Underground Religion. Cult and Culture 
in Prehistoric Italy, Accordia Research Centre, University of 
London.

Whitehouse, R. D. 2001: “A Tales of Two Caves. The Archaeology 
of Religious Experience in Mediterranean Europe”, in P. F. 
Biehl, F. Bertemes (ed.). The Archaeology of Cult and Religion, 
Archaeolingua, Budapest, p. 161–167.

Whitehouse, H. 2002: “Modes of Religiosity: Towards a Cognitive 
Explanation of the Sociopolitical Dynamics of Religion”, Method 
& Theory in the Study of Religion 14 (3), p. 293–315.

Whitehouse, H. 2004: Modes of Religiosity: A Cognitive Theory of 
Religious Transmission, AltaMira Press, Walnut Creek, California.





Collection « Mondes anciens »

Titres déjà parus  
dans la même collection

— Céramiques et cuisine en Gaule méridionale à l’époque romaine, Malignas A., 2020.

—  La Voie, le Cadastre et le Sanctuaire, Pérez A., 2020.

— The Emporion in the Ancient Western Mediterranean, Gailledrat E., Dietler M., Plana-Mallart R., 2018.

— Asa Koma. Site néolithique dans le bassin du Gobaad (République de Djibouti), Gutherz X., 2017.

— Launac et le Launacien. Dépôts de bronzes protohistoriques du sud de la Gaule, Guilaine J., 2017.

— Maxime de Tyr, entre théorique et philosophie au iie siècle de notre ère, coordonné par Pérez-Jean B. & Fauquier F., 2016.

— Anagia. Les oppida de la Vaunage et la cité gauloise des Castels à Nages (Gard), coordonné par Py M., 2015.

— Espaces urbains et périurbains dans le monde méditerranéen antique, Ménard H. & Plana-Mallart R. (dir.), 2015.

— Espaces coloniaux et indigènes sur les rivages d’Extrême-Occident méditerranéen (xe-iiie s. av. n. ère), Gailledrat É., 2014.

— Contacts de cultures, constructions identitaires et stéréotypes dans l’espace méditerranéen antique, Ménard H. & Plana- 
Mallart R., 2014.

— Paysages ruraux et territoires dans les cités de l’occident romain. Gallia et Hispania, Fiches J.-L., Plana-Mallart R. & Revilla 
Calvo V., 2014.

— QVID NOVI ? Vivre, penser et dire la nouveauté, Echalier L., Guérin C., Luciani S. & Pérez-Jean B., 2013.

— La Pomme d’Éris — Le conflit et sa représentation dans l’Antiquité, Ménard H., Sauzeau P. & Thomas J.-F., 2012.

— Achille-Eschyle — Mythe ancien et mythe nouveau — Les Sept contre Thèbes et Leucippé et Clitophon, Malosse P.-L. & Pérez-
Jean B., 2012.

— Grammairiens et philosophes dans l’antiquité gréco-romaine, Pérez B. & Griffe M., 2008.

— Les armes dans l’Antiquité, Sauzeau P. & Van Compernolle T., 2007.

— Djet et Neheh. Une histoire du temps égyptien, Servajean F., 2007.

— Ptolémée Philadelphe et les prêtres d’Atoum de Tjékou, Tiers C., 2007.

— L’encyclopédie religieuse de l’univers végétal, tome 4, Croyances phytoreligieuses de l’Égypte ancienne — Flore et botanique sacrée 
des anciens Égyptiens, Aufrère S.H., Asensi H. & de Vartavan C., 2005.

— L’encyclopédie religieuse de l’univers végétal, tome 3, Croyances phytoreligieuses de l’Égypte ancienne, Aufrère S.H., 2005.

— Le chœur dans la tragédie et la comédie grecques — Les Oiseaux d’Aristophane, Noël M.-P., 2005.





Presses universitaires de la Méditerranée
(Université Paul-Valéry Montpellier 3)

pulm@univ-montp3.fr
www.pulm.fr

Dépôt légal : décembre 2021



Achevé d’imprimer  
sur les presses de Pure Impression 

Rue de la Mourre — Zone Fréjorgues Est
34 130 Mauguio, France




