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ABSTRACT

There has recently been an increase in English as a medium of instruction (EMI) in higher education
(HE). The growth of EMI has led to a proliferation of descriptive research on teachers’ linguistic com-
petence, learners” and teachers’ perceptions of and attitudes toward EMI, the methodology implemented
in English as a medium of instruction, and the support and training provided to EMI teaching staff.
However, to date, this rise in EMI has not been accompanied by a plethora of research on pedagogical
and linguistic considerations. This chapter sheds light on some of these factors, with a focus on lectur-
ers’ teaching methodology. Focus group interviews and case study analyses were conducted involving
EMI lecturers from a university in southern Spain. The data obtained in this study have been used to
establish a pedagogical proposal for in-service EMI teacher training.
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Researching English as a Medium of in Uni

g

Lecturers’ Teaching Methodology

INTRODUCTION

This chapter opens with a review of English as a Medium of Instruction (EMI). A definition of EMI
is given. followed by the rationale that drives its inclusion in higher education, the challenges faced by
EMI at tertiary level and, finally, current research into EMI in HE and, in particular, into EMI pedagogy.

The chapter then presents a study on EMI university lecturers’ teaching methodology. After stat-
ing the research questions and describing the methodology behind the study (this includes the context,
participants, and research 100ls), the results are presented and discussed. This section ends with the
study’s limitations.

Both the theoretical sccount and the study itself pave the way for two practical implications, which
are addressed in the final part: the authors’ proposal for EMI teaching methodologies and a scheme to
be implemented in the EMI classroom.

To the authors’ knowledge, this chapter represents one of a handful of studies in the existing literature
1o offer specific recc lations for EMI training syllabus develog based on empirical data and
driven by data provided by EMI instructors themselves.

TOWARD A DEFINITION OF ENGLISH AS A MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION

The number of educational settings that adopt a language which is not the learners” mother tongue for
teaching content has increased over the last two decades (Dafouz & Sanchez, 2013; Shohami, 2012).
These settings range from preschool and primary education to high-school and tertiary levels. Broadly
speaking, there are several terms which refer to this type of instruction, including CLIL (Content and
Language Integrated Learning). CBI (Content-based Instruction), ICLHE (Imegrating Content and
Language in Higher Education). and EMI (English Medium Instruction). The differences between these
terms are not always clear, and they are sometimes used as synonyms (Macaro, Curle, Pun & Dearde,
2017). However. it is possible to identify some distinctive features. The first two terms, CLIL and CBI,
are umbrella terms used to refer to non-higher education (HE) levels, and they also encompass the dual
focus of teaching content and language. CLIL was coined and used in Europe, whereas CBI is associated
with North America (Macaro et al.. 2017). Unlike CLIL and CBI, the third term, ICLHE, corresponds
10 tertiary levels, but like the aforementioned terms it also integrates both content and language.

The fourth term, EML is also linked to HE, yet it only focuses on content learning via another lan-
guage, usually English (Dreaden & Macaro, 2016), although “labels given to the phenomenon of EMI
and their definition are inconsi and probl ic” (Macaro et al., 2017. p. 46). Generally, EMI in-
volves learning academic subjects through the medium of English without ref e o explicit 1 2
teaching. In other words, there is a focus on subject content mastery through English but no focus on the
language itself (Smit & Dafouz. 2012).

MOTIVATIONS FOR INTRODUCING EMI

Itis apparent that a growing number of universities are choosing to incorporate EMI. and this significant
increase in EMI programs has been taking place since the start of the millennium. According to Doiz,
Lasagabaster and Sierra (2012), around 800 EMI programs were offered in Europe alone as early as
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R: ing English as a Medium of ion in University L ’ Teaching Methodology

KEY TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

Focus Group Interview: A tool used in qualitative research where a group of people. rather than
individuals in isolation, are selected and invited to discuss their perceptions or opinions in an interactive
atmosphere. The discussion is guided by prompts or cues put forward by the interviewee.

Input Tailoring: Simplifying input (in terms of content and/or language) provided by the teacher so
itis adapted to students’ needs and level.

Learner-Based Approaches: Approaches which depart from traditional teacher-based approaches.
Learner-based approaches invite learners to participate and get actively involved across all stages of
their kearning process.

Negotiation of Meaning: The constant interaction among speakers which that the T
is successfully conveyed and understood. Strategies employed when negotiating meaning include asking
for clarification, rephrasing, or paraphrasing.

Process-Oriented A t: Dynamic that fi on the ongoing process rather than
the final result or output. Some examples are projects, individual, and group presentations.

Scaffolding: A pedagogical technique comprising special transitional support provided by a teacher,
classmate, parent, oreven computer which enables learners to achieve a complex task, activity, or process
they would not be able to do alone.

Translanguaging: Also known as code-switching, translanguaging accepts the use of both languag-
es—the students’ L1 and the L2, English—in the cl: Both lang are valued equally. and they
may be used to maximize comprehension and scaffold content and language within the EMI context.

ENDNOTE

! These are all examples of negotiating meanings, a process that individuals go through to acquire
understanding of the content conveyed. The results show that in order to negotiate meanings,
participants must employ strategic behaviors or ¢ ication strategies to r for gaps
in knowledge and to come to a common understanding. Assistance and collaboration are part of
this negotiation, which includes comprehension checks (i.e., repetitions) and confirmation checks.
Output and the negotiation of meanings have not been addressed in this study.
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